In History...







IN THE HISTORY OF COFFEE

An exciting affair that revolves
around a family and coffee and is rife
with encounters, battles and passions.

A journey and the discovery of a far off destination
are the basic ingredients of the story I am about
to tell you, written at the beginning of the 20th
century but dating back to much earlier in time.

A dense, rich story like the blending of a coffee.




IN THE MASK WORKSHOP




1716

t was a cold
“' LB
" NG afternoon
ol ‘ 171
j - I in November 1716
' and Cesare Duni, a well-known
craftsman in Venice, a true master

at creating the famous bauta masks,

was in his workshop.

Suddenly, he felt ill and was helped by a physician

who fortunately happened to be with him.
The physician gave him a drink that made him
come to immediately,

a hot cup of coffee.

Cesare, whose curiosity was peaked by the

beverage’s therapeutic properties, began to study it.



AT THE COFFEE MERCHANT’S SHOP
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1716

e immediately set off for the place
where he could find the answers
he was looking for, the coffee shop
near the Bridge of Sighs, one of the oldest in Venice,
where he met an important Yemeni merchant.
After a moment of hesitation, Cesare asked the merchant

some questions, who responded with detail answers

intrigued as he was by this coffee enthusiast
whom he had never met before.

The merchant had to leave for Yemen but was
so enthused by the connection that was being

formed between them that he invited Cesare

to come with him.




YEMEN, LOVE AT FIRSTESIGHT




1718

rriving in the city of Mocha,

he discovered a world that was

completely different from his own,
which became even more fascinating following
his encounter with Amina, a beautiful Armenian

woman who made him fall in love at first sight.




THE MEETING WITH DE CLIEU




1720

esare, who had fallen head over
heels in love, returned to Venice,
bringing Amina with him.
While they strolled hand in hand on the Rialto
Bridge, Cesare noticed a small bag slide
off a man’s belt and immediately ran to pick it up
and give it back to its owner, the French
Admiral Gabriel de Clieu. To thank Cesare
the Admiral invited him to dinner and explained
that he was leaving for the Caribbean.
He had decided to export coffee to the French

colony of Martinique. Incredibly excited about

the project, Cesare and Amina went with him.




TRADE WITH




1725

esare and Amina set up home
in Martinique after purchasing
a large piece of land that they
transformed into a coffee plantation
and began trade with Europe. After a few years,
in 1725, their son Alfredo, a curious,
’ enterprising boy, was born. Once grown,

' he took over the reins of the family business.
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COUNT NERO GASTONE OF BELLAGIO
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1750/1760

n 1756 Alfredo left for Europe
with a shipment of coffee,
but he was imprisoned

in Bohemia during the Battle of Kolin

after he was mistaken for an Austrian spy.

As fate would have it, Count Nero Gastone

was there during the capture and testified

to have Alfredo set free by the Prussians.
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ALFREDO MEETS HIS FUTURE WIFE




1758

ount Nero Gastone’s interest
was peaked by Alfredo and his story,
and he decided to bring him

to his home in Rome, where Alfredo met Isabella,

his future wife.




TRADE BOOMING ONCE AGAIN




1760/1900

Ifredo, Isabella

and the Count went

to Martinique
to recover Alfredo’s business, which had ceased
activity in his absence. The Count helped him
and the two founded a new company
that re-established trade. Alfredo and his wife
remained in Martinique and continued to trade coffee,

as did their children and grandchildren.
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1902

n the beginning of the 20th century,
Pietro, Alfredo’s great-grandson,
decided to return to Italy

to discover his origins.

His first stop was Venice,

the birthplace of his forefather Cesare,
and then he headed on to Rome,

to the residence of the Counts of Bellagio,

where he stayed for a few months. During his stay,

he met his cousin’s husband, Erminio Piatti,

and it was the beginning of a beautiful friendship.
Erminio and his wife had just gotten married

and Pietro decided to give them a gift by bringing

them to Martinique for a few months with him.
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THE MISSING SHIP




1904/1910

nce there, Erminio and Pietro decided
to become business partners as well,
and once the time came, Erminio left

with a large ship full of coffee

to be exported to Europe.

Trade flourished until a storm caused

the ship and Erminio to be lost at sea.
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THE BOOK THAT SAFEGUARDED THE FUTURE

A century later, during one of my visits
to the antiques market of Villa Glori,

I stopped to look at a black book, bound in leather,
which immediately grabbed my attention.
Opening it I saw that it was written
by Giovanni Platti, a coffee merchant
who had reconstructed the history of his family
from 1716 to the beginning of the 20th century,
from Cesare Duni to Erminio Platti, his father,
who had disappeared a few years before at sea.
Page after page the story became increasingly
more interesting, so I decided to learn more

about the two figures and their lives.
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THE COFFEE OF COUNT NERO

Taken with the idea, I began to do
some historical research at archives and libraries,
which is how I came to possess
the contract, sealed with wax,
between Alfedo Duni and Count Nero Gastone
that sanctioned the creation of their business

for the trade of coffee:

“Il Caffe del Conte Nero”.

It was therefore due to an unexpected chance

occurrence that my love for coffee was born.
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NOW ANOTHER STORY BEGINS...
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